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probable that she would negotiate a separate peace
with the Republic, if by so doing she could obtain the
territorial aggrandisements she coveted in Italy; and
to prevent this consummation was the special object of
the mission undertaken by Lord Minto. Austria, like
old Paoli in Corsica, suspected everybody else of views
and combinations similar to her own. She was jealous
of the Anglo-Russian expedition in Holland, as having
possibly ulterior designs on the Low Countries. She
was more jealous of the Russian successes in Italy and
Piedmont, as thwarting her Italian projects; and
above all was she jealous of Prussia, who was lying
by, and c keeping green,' while her perfectly appointed
and disciplined armies under the Archduke Charles
were called on to make a campaign in Switzerland
for objects which were none of her seeking.

Thus it came about that from the 1st of June to the
middle of August, this self-same Austrian army and
its illustrious chief lay within entrenchments before
Zurich, in a state of entire inactivity, though superior
in numbers to the French, perfectly equipped, and in
first-rate condition.1

The most various speculations were afloat in Eng-
land on the influences which rendered the Archduke
as immovable as the Lady in * Comus/ Some blamed
the Aulic Council; others Thugut's jealousy of the

1 During this time they were not without amusements at head-
quarters : ' It happened occasionally,' says a visitor to the Archduke's
camp, * that French musicians were invited to complete any deficiency
in the Austrian bands which enlivened the ball-room/